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Itôs tough to walk in 

the moccasins of a leg-

end, like our past de-

partment chair Peggy 

Lang.  However, Judy 

Maxwell is just the per-

son to try.  When Lang 

lost her battle with 

cancer, Maxwell ac-

cepted the position of in-

terim program manager.  

Maxwell served as Langôs 

assistant for several years 

but left the program to 

focus on her family.  When 

Lang first became ill, Max-

well agreed to step in and 

help out. After a national 

search, she accepted the 

position of Aeronautical 

Science Faculty/

Department chair.  Now 

she is leaving her own 

footprints.  

Maxwellôs love for aviation 

started when she was 

young.  ñMy dad is a pilot 

and he got his license the 

year I was born.  Aviation 

has always been in my 

blood.ò  She jokes that she 

has been flying since she 

was in the womb.  If you 

spend any time around 

Maxwell, you know she is 

ready with a laugh ða 

booming and contagious 

laugh.  She once brought 

her brand of chuckles on a 

job interview with Conti-

nental  

Continued on page 3  

Aeronautical Science Continues a Tradition  

 Recently, Trade and Industry hosted 

a group of 16 auto service instructors 

from Colombia at the Automotive 

Service Technology lab on PBCCôs 

Lake Worth campus. The instructors 

were here under a Columbian 

government program to prepare 

for Automotive Service Excel-

lence (A.S.E.) exams.  

The instructors were sent to 

PBCC by the Colombian govern-

mentôs national training insti-

tute, SENA. An agency of the 

Colombian Government paid for 

the testing, lodging, meals and travel 

expenses of the instructors during 

their stay.  

 

A.S.E. certification is the most widely 

recognized and accepted credential 

that an automotive technician can 

achieve, and is the basis for all of 

PBCCôs Automotive Technology and 

Diesel Technology classes.    

The instructors spent 40 hours pre-

paring for and taking a series of three 

exams in engine repairs, brakes and 

steering and suspensions. The exams 

consist of tough multiple choice ques-

tions in which all of the choices may 

be correct, but the examinee must  

select the ñbestò answer. To be a 

successful technician itôs necessary 

to have both good theory knowl-

edge and hands -on experience.   

The program may be expanded in 

the future to Columbian expatriates 

living in this area; with conditions 

improving in Columbia more of its 

citizens  are returning home.  

Lake Worth Campus  

http://www.pbcc.edu/x471.xml


 H o t  T i m e  i n  t h e  W e l d i n g  a n d  H V A C  L a b s   

Page 2  P a l m  B e a c h  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  

Students in PBCCôs Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Re-

frigeration class collaborated with welding students to produce the 

flammable liquid simulator tank (above) for use in PBCC firefighter 

programs. The manifold was built in the HVAC lab; fabrication of 

the tank and installation of the manifold took place at  the welding 

lab. The tank was painted onsite by automotive program partici-

pants.  

Welding instructor Bob McKenna said of the project  ñThis is an ex-

ample of practical application experience students should expect to 

gain in our industrial programs.ò 

For more information on PBCC Welding, HVAC and Machining pro-

grams call (561) 868 ð3547.  

Firestone Grant Pays Student ASE Test Fees  

Automotive Service Excellence (ASE)

Certification is the standard by which auto-

motive technicians are judged. Thanks to a 

donation from Firestone and contributions to 

the PBCC Foundation by program business 

partners, the Automotive Service Technology 

program was able to reimburse students for 

the cost of their passed certification exams.  

PBCCôs Automotive Service Technology pro-

gram is National Automotive Education Foun-

dation (NATEF) certified, and offers high 

quality, low -cost training in all eight  ASE 

specified areas required for master techni-

cian certification.  

To learn more about PBCCôs Automotive Ser-

vice and Diesel Technology programs, call 

Luis Tamayo at (561) 868 ð3542.  


