
ADDING AND SUBTRACTING FRACTIONS 
 

TO ADD OR SUBTRACT FRACTIONS, 
LOOK AT THE DENOMINATORS

LIKE DENOMINATORS 

Add or subtract the numerators, 
keep the denominator 

Simplify the result. 

UNLIKE DENOMINATORS

Find the LCD (list the multiples 
of the larger denominator).

Write equivalent fractions with 
the LCD as the denominator

Add or subtract the numerators, 
keep the denominator. 

EXAMPLE: 
 

3 5 19 132 1
8 8 8 8

19 13 6 2
8 8
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Change mixed numbers to 
improper fractions to borrow. 

EXAMPLE: 
 

1 7 1 72 1 2 1
4 8 4 8
2 7 9 92 1 3 3
8 8 8 8

1 13 1
8 8
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Simplify the result. 
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