
 

 

Guidelines for APA Format: 5th Edition 
 

 
• arrange alphabetically by author’s last name, initials are used for first and middle 

names 
• anonymous works are arranged by the first significant word in the title 
• capitalize only the first word of the article title and of the subtitle, if any, and any 

proper nouns double-space all reference entries 
• double-space all reference entries 
• indent the second and successive lines five spaces 
• copyright date follows the author’s name in parenthesis (2001) 

 
 
Please note:  All examples are from 5th edition of the APA Manual.    Please refer to the 
manual for additional references.   ALL OF THE EXAMPLES HAVE BEEN 
SINGLE-SPACED TO CONSERVE SPACE!!!!   

 
 

Periodicals 
 
 

Journal article, one author  (see p. 240) 
 
Mellers, B. A. (2000).  Choice and the relative pleasure of con- 

sequences.  Psychological Bulletin, 126, 910-924. 
 
Journal article, two authors, journal paginated by issue  (see p. 240) 
   
Klimorski, R., & Palmer, S. (1993).  The ADA and the hiring process  

in organizations.  Consulting Psychology Journal: Practice and  
Research, 45(2), 10-36. 

 
Magazine article  (see p. 241) 
 
Kandel, E. R. & Squire, L. R. (2000, November 10).  Neuroscience:  

breaking down scientific barriers to the study of brain and mind.  Science,  
290, 1113-1120. 

 
Daily newspaper article, no author  (see p. 242) 
 
New drug appears to sharply cut risk of death from heart failure. 

(1993, July 15).  The Washington Post, p. A12. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Books 
 
 

Reference to an entire book (see p. 248) 
 
Beck, C. A. J., & Sales, B. D. (2001).  Family mediation: Facts, 

myths, and future prospects.  Washington, DC: American  
Psychological Association. 

 
Book, group author (government agency) as publisher  (see p. 248-249) 
 
Australian Bureau of Statistics. (1991).  Estimated resident  

 population by age and sex in statistical local areas, New 
 South Wales, June 1990 (no. 3209.1).  Canberra, Australian 
Capital Territory: Author. 

 
Edited book  (see p. 249) 
 
Gibbs, J. T., & Huang, L. N. (Eds.). (1991).  Children of color: 

psychological interventions with minority youth.  San Fran- 
cisco: Jossey-Bass. 

 
Several volumes in a multivolume edited work, publication over 
period of more than 1 year  (see p. 250) 

 
Koch, S. (Ed.). (1959-1963).  Psychology: A study of science (Vols. 

1-6).  New York: McGraw-Hill. 
 

Reference to an article or chapter in an edited book  (see p. 252) 
 
Massaro, D. (1992).  Broadening the domain of the fuzzy logical 

model of perception.  In H. L. Pick Jr., P. van den Broek, &  
D. C. Knill (Eds.), Cognition: Conceptual and methodologi- 
cal issues (pp. 51-84).  Washington, DC: American Psycholo- 
gical Association. 

 
Entry in an encyclopedia  (see p. 254) 
 
Bergmann, P. G. (1993).  Relativity. In The new encyclopaedia 

Britannica (Vol. 26, pp. 501-508).  Chicago:  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Electronic Media 
 
 
Internet articles based on a print source (see p. 271) 
 
VandenBos, G., Knapp, S., & Doe, J. (2001). Role of reference el- 

ements in the selection of resources by psychology under- 
graduates [Electronic version]. Journal of Bibliographic Re- 
search, 5, 117-123. 

 
Electronic copy of a journal article, three to five authors, retrieved from a database 
(see p. 279) 
 
Borman, W. C., Hanson, M. A., Oppler, S. H., Pulakos, E. D., & 

White, L. A. (1993).  Role of early supervisory experience in 
supervisor performance.  Journal of Applied Psychology, 78, 443—449.  
Retrieved October 23, 2000, from PsycARTICLES 
database. 

 
Article in an Internet-only journal (see p. 272) 
 
Fredrickson, B. L. (2000, March 7).  Cultivating positive emotions 

to optimize health and well-being.  Prevention & Treatment, 3, 
Article 0001a.  Retrieved November 20, 2000, from http:// 
journals.apa.org/prevention/volume3/pre0030001a.html 

 
Stand-alone document, no author identified, no date (see p. 274) 
 
GVU’s 8th WWW user survey. (n.d.).  Retrieved August 8, 2000, 

from http://www.cc.gatech.edu/gvu/user_surveys/survey- 
997-10/ 

 
Document available on university program or department web site  

 (see p. 274) 
 

Chou, L., McClintock, R., Moretti, F., & Nix, D. H. (1993). Technol- 
ogy and education: New wine in new bottles: Choosing 
pasts and imagining educational futures. Retrieved August 24, 
2000, from Columbia University, Institute for Learning 
web site:  http://www.ilt.columbia.edu/publications/papers/newwine1.html 

 
Message posted to an electronic mailing list (see p. 278) 
 
Hammond, T. (2000, November 20). YAHC: Handle Parameters, 

DOI Genres, etc.  Message posted to Ref-Links electronic 
mailing list, archived at http://www.doi.org/mail-archive/ 
ref-link/msg00088.html 



 

 

 

APA-Format Citations with Annotations 
 
 
 
 
Gaw, A. C. (Ed.).  (1993).  Culture, ethnicity and mental illness.  Washington, DC:   

American Psychiatric Press. 
Examines the expression and treatment of mental illness in the  
context of culture, with chapters on African Americans, American  
Indians, Asian Americans, Hispanic Americans, women, ethnic 
elders, and gay men and lesbians.  Glossaries of ethnic terms are 
offered from Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Filipino, Mexican, and 
Puerto Rican cultures. 

 
 
 
Moulton, J., Robinson, G. M., & Elias, C. (1978).  Sex bias in language  

use:  “Neutral” pronouns that aren’t.  American Psychologist, 33, 
1032-1036. 
Reports data demonstrating that even when used in a supposedly 
neutral context, “generic” male terms induce people to think of  
males. 
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