
FLORIDA LINKAGE INSTITUTES 
 

The Florida legislature has established 11 international institutes for students on F-1 visa from certain 
countries. If you are citizen of one of the countries eligible for this exemption, and you are on F-1 visa, you are 
eligible to apply for an exemption. Please note that each institute has established criteria for these awards, and 
these awards are not automatic. 
 
When, if granted, students may be for full exemption (up to 15 credits) or for a lesser number of credits. Each 
institute web site has an application and deadlines for submitting applications. The addresses and contact 
numbers in order to obtain more information are provided too.  
 
NOTE: Those students accepting these awards (tuition exemptions) must agree to return to their home 
country for the period of time equivalent to the time period for which the exemption has been granted. 
 
 
1. FLORIDA– BRAZIL INSTITUTE 
 Web site: http://www.latam.ufl.edu/flbz/
 Address: Center for Latin American Studies 
  Florida– Brazil American Studies 
  University of Florida 
  319 Grinter Hall 
  P.O. Box 115530 
  Gainesville, Fl 3261105530 
  Phone: (352) 392-0375; Fax: (352) 392-7682 
 If you have any questions, please contact: 
  Hanna Covert, Director 
  Phone: (352) 392-0375 ext. 825; Fax: (352) 392-0085. E-mail: hcovert@latam.ufl.edu 
  OR 
  April Burriss, Director, International Education Miami - Dade College 
  Phone: (305) 237-3482; Fax: (305) 237-7460; E-mail: aburriss@mdc.edu 
 
 
2. FLORIDA– CANADA INSTITUTE 
 Web Site: http://cohpa.ucf.edu/fcli/index.cfm
 Address: Florida Canada Linkage Institute 
 University of Central Florida 
 Health and Public Affairs Bldg 1., Room 307 
 P.O. Box 160155 
 Orlando, FL 32816-0155 
 Contact Information: 
 Jean Kijek, Ph.D., Director 
 HPA 1. Room307 Phone: (407)823-3648  Fax: (407)823-3649  E-mail: kijek@mail.ucf.edy 
 OR 
 Wieslaw Piontczak, Program Assistant 
 Phone: (407)823-3647  E-mail: fcli@mail.ucf.edu 
 
3. FLORIDA – CARIBBEAN INSTITUTE 
 Web Site: http://lacc.fiu.edu/
 Address & Contact: Florida Caribbean Institute 
  Christine Jarchow, Director 
  Office of International Studies, DM 442 
  Florida International University, 
  University Park, Miami, Florida 33199, 
  Phone: (305) 348-1913  Fax: (305) 348-1941  E-mail: ois@fiu.edu, or jarchowc@fiu.edu 
 
4. FLORIDA-CHINA INSTITUTE 

 Web site:  http://www.uwf.edu/
 Director: Dr. Miriam Stamps, Chair of Marketing Department 
  College of Business 
  University of South Florida 
  4202 E.Fowler Ave., BSN 30403 
  Tampa, FL 33620 
  Phone: (813) 974-6205, Fax: (813) 974-6175  E-mail: mstams@coba.usf.edu 
 
5. FLORIDA-COSTA RICA INSTITUTE 

http://www.latam.ufl.edu/flbz/
http://cohpa.ucf.edu/fcli/index.cfm
http://lacc.fiu.edu/
http://www.uwf.edu/


 Web Site:  http://www.international.fsu.edu/Types/Linkage/Linkage.htm#CostaRica
 Address & Contact: 
 
 Florida State University 
  Ms. Joan Cassels, Co-Director, 
  Florida-Costa Rica Linkage Institute 
  Florida State University 
  University Center, Room A5529 
  Tallahassee, FL 32306-2420 
  Phone: (850) 644-7823; Fax: (850) 644-8817; E-mail: jcassels@admin.fsu.edu 
 Valencia Community College 
  Dr. Larry Reagan, Co-Director 
  Florida-Costa Rica Linkage Institute 
  Valencia Community College 
  Post Office Box 3028 
  Orlando, FL 32802 
  Phone: (407) 299-5000, ext. 3421; E-mail: lreagan@valencia.cc.fl.us 
 
6. FLORIDA-EASTERN EUROPE INSTITUTE 

 Web Site:  http://www.cohpa.ucf.edu/eeli/index.cfm
 Address & Contact: Jean Kijek, Ph.D., Director 
  Phone: (407) 823-3648  Fax: (407) 823-3649; E-mail:  kijek@mail.ucf.edu 
  Program Assistant 
  Phone: (407) 823-3647 eeli@mail.ucf.edu 
 Mailing address: 
  Florida Eastern Europe Linkage Institute 
  University of Central Florida 
  Health and Public Affairs Bldg 1,. Room 353 
  P.O. Box 160155 
  Orlando, FL 32816-0155 
 
7. FLORIDA – FRANCE INSTITUTE 

 Web Site:  http://www.international.fsu.edu/Types/Linkage/Linkage.htm#France
 Address & Contact: 
 Florida State University 
  Ms. Joan Cassels 
  Florida-France Linkage Institute 
  University Center, Room A5529 
  Tallahassee, FL 32306-2420 
  Phone: (850) 644-7823; Fax: (850) 644-8817 
 University of South Florida 
  Dr. Christine Probes 
  Florida-France Institute 
  International Affairs Center 
  University of South Florida 
  4202 E. Fowler Ave., Room CPR107 
  Tampa, FL 33620-5550 
  Phone: (813) 974-3104; Fax: (813) 974-4613; E-mail:  florida-france@iac.usf.edu
 
8. FLORIDA-ISRAEL INSTITUTE 

 Web Site:  http://www.floridaisrael.org/
 Address & Contact: Florida-Israel Institute 
  Dr. Zivi Roth 
  2912 College Avenue 
  Liberal Arts Building, Room 205 
  Davie, FL 33314 
  Phone (561) 297-3471; Fax (954) 236-1059 
  or 
  Dr. Daniel Rieger 
  International Education 
  Broward Community College 
  1000 Coconut Creek Blvd. 
  Coconut Creek, FL 33066 
  Phone: (954) 201-2206; Fax: (954) 201-2389 
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9. FLORIDA-JAPAN INSTITUTE 

 Web Site:  http://web.usf.edu/iac/florida-japan.htm
 Address & Contact: 
  Dr. Mark Orr c/o ViolettaUrba. 
  Florida-Japan Institute 
  International Affairs Center 
  University of South Florida 
  4202 E. Fowler Ave., Room CPR107 
  Tampa, FL 33620 
  Phone: (813) 974-8081; E-mail: urba@iac.usf.edu 
  Morris Marx, Ph.D. 
  Director, Florida-Japan 
  Linkage Institute 
  University of West Florida 
  Building 38, Room 129 
  11000 University Parkway 
  Pensacola, Florida 
  32514 U.S.A.  
  Phone:  (850) 202-4463 or (850) 867-6279 or (850) 474-3363; Fax: 850-202-4440; E-mail: 
mmarx@uwf.edu 
 Dr. Patricia Rowell 
  Provost, Clearwater Campus 
  7200 66th Street North, Room 214 
  Pinellas Park, FL 33781 
  Phone: (727) 791-2474; Fax: (727) 791-2638; E-mail:  rowellp@spjc.edu 
 
10. FLORIDA – MEXICO INSTITUTE 
 Web Site:  

http://lacc.fiu.edu/centers_institutes/?body=centers_fmi&rightbody=centers_fmi
 Address & Contact: Christine Jarchow, Director 
  Florida - Mexico Institute 
  Latin American & Caribbean Center 
  Office of International Studies, DM 353 
  Florida International University, 
  University Park, Miami, Florida 33199, 
  Phone: (305) 348-1913; Fax: (305) 348-3593; E-mail: ois@fiu.edu, or jarchowc@fiu.edu  
 
11. FLORIDA-WEST AFRICA INSTITUTE: 

 Web Site:  http://www.unf.edu/dept/flawi/index.html
 Address & Contact: Florida-West Africa Linkage Institute 
  University of North Florida 
  4567 South St. Johns Bluff Road 
  Jacksonville, Florida 32224 
  Phone: (904)620-1950; Fax: (904) 620-1790 
 Executive Director: Mr. Oupa Seane, (University of North Florida) 
  4567 South St. Johns Bluff Road 
  Jacksonville, Florida 32224 
  E-mail:  oseane@unf.edu 
 Director: Dr. Brenda Simmons, (Florida Community College at Jakconville) 
  4501 Capper Road 
  Jacksonville, Florida 32218 
  E-mail:  bsimmons@exchange.fccj.org 
 Director: Mrs. Agnes Coppin (Florida A&M University) 
  302 North Perry Paige Building 
  Tallahassee, Florida 32302 
  E-mail:  agnes.coppin@fmu.edu 
 Editor: Dr. Barbara E. McDade, (University of Florida) 
  Gainesville, Florida 32611 
  E-mail:  bmcdade@geog.ufl.edu 
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