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OVERALL ENROLLMENT IN PREP COURSES

College prep headcount has gone up significantly the last two fall terms, as compared to the previous fall
term. In Fall 2001, prep headcount districtwide was up nearly 15%. This was on top of a 16% increase from

Fall 1999 to Fall 2000.

At the campus level, Belle Glade prep headcount has nearly doubled in the last two years, while Boca Raton
had 44% more prep students in Fall 2001 than in Fall 1999.

Table 1

Total Number of Prep Students, Fall 1999-2001

Palm Beach

District Lake Worth Gardens Belle Glade | Boca Raton
Fall 2001 4,555 +14.8%| 2,005 +15.6%| 994 +10.2%| 252 +27.3%| 1,341 +16.2%
Fall 2000 3,968 +16.5%| 1,734 +12.5%] 902 +10.3%| 198 +44.5%| 1,154 +23.7%
Fall 1999 3,407 1,541 818 137 933
DEMOGRAPHICS
Race/ethnicity

Prep students tend to skew disproportionately toward minorities, as compared to the overall population of the
College. On a district basis, in Fall 2001, only 46% of prep students are white, while 31% are black and 17%

Hispanic.

Minority students make up the majority of prep students at three of the four campuses. At Belle Glade, more
than four in five (83%) are members of minority groups.

Table 2
Race/Ethnicity of Prep Students
Palm Beach
District Lake Worth Gardens Belle Glade | Boca Raton
White 2,102 46.1% 822 41.0% 579 58.2% 39 15.5% 673 50.2%
Black 1,430 31.4% 704 35.1% 246 24.7% 145 57.5% 343 25.6%
Hispanic 770 16.9% 384 19.2% 110 11.1% 62 24.6% 229 17.1%
Asian/Pacific Islander 140 3.1% 54 2.7% 32 3.2% 2 0.8% 53  4.0%
American Indian 12 0.3% 6 0.3% 2 0.2% 1 0.4% 3 0.2%
Not reported 101 2.2% 35 1.7% 25  2.5% 3 1.2% 40 3.0%




Gender
The gender of prep students is in line with the College’s overall profile. Sixty percent of prep students in Fall
2001 are female.

Table 3
Gender of Prep Students
Palm Beach
District Lake Worth Gardens Belle Glade | Boca Raton
Male 1,793 39.4%| 799 39.9%] 402 40.4% 51 20.2%| 561 41.8%
Female 2,762 60.6%| 1,206 60.1%| 592 59.6%| 201 79.8%] 780 58.2%
Age

Almost three-quarters (72%) of prep students are in the traditional college age range of 18 to 25. The average
age of a prep student is 23.7 years, while the median is 20 years.

Students at Boca Raton are the youngest among prep students (average age: 22.4), while those in Belle Glade

are the oldest (average age: 26.8).

Table 4
Age of Prep Students

Palm Beach
District Lake Worth Gardens Belle Glade | Boca Raton

Under 18 40  0.9% 15  0.7% 10 1.0% 1 04% 14  1.0%
18 - 20 2,359 51.8%] 994 49.6%| 504 50.7% 95 37.7%| 776 57.9%
21 - 24 917 20.1%| 402 20.0%] 205 20.6% 47 18.7%| 276 20.6%
25 -29 478 10.5%| 221 11.0%| 101 10.2% 28 11.1%| 134 10.0%
30 - 34 261  5.7%| 124 6.2% 60 6.0% 28 11.1% 51 3.8%
35-39 187 4.1% 98 4.9% 35 3.5% 17 6.7% 38 2.8%
40 -49 236  5.2%| 112 5.6% 58 5.8% 29 11.5% 41  3.1%
50-59 71 1.6% 38 1.9% 19 1.9% 6 2.4% 9 0.7%
60 or older 4  0.1% 1 0.0% 2 0.2% 0.0% 1 01%
Unknown 2 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1 04% 1 01%
Mean age 23.7 24.1 24.0 26.8 22.4

Median age 20.0 20.0 20.0 23.0 20.0




CHARACTERISTICS OF PREP STUDENTS

Credit earned
Nearly half (45%) of prep students had less than six hours of credit earned as of the end of the Fall 2001 term.
In addition, nearly all (92%) would be classified as freshmen, as they had fewer than 30 hours of credit earned.

On average, prep students had earned a total of ten hours of credit. Those at Belle Glade had earned slightly
more credit (average credit: 11.9 hours), while Boca Raton students had slightly less (average credit: 7.9 hours).

Table 5

Credit Hours Earned of Prep Students
(as of end of Fall 2001 term)

Palm Beach
District Lake Worth Gardens Belle Glade | Boca Raton

Zero 857 18.8% 341 17.0% 116 11.7% 30 11.9% 380 28.3%
More than 0, but less than 6 1,188 26.1%| 538 26.8%| 264 26.6% 50 19.8%| 348 26.0%
At least 6, but less than 15 1,614 35.4% 722 36.0% 399 40.1% 102 40.5% 401 29.9%
At least 15, but less than 30 540 11.9%| 220 11.0%| 143 14.4% 47 18.7%| 133 9.9%
Total less than 30 4,199 92.2%\| 1,821 90.8% 922 92.8% 229 90.9%| 1,262 94.1%
At least 30, but less than 45 173  3.8% 84 4.2% 34 3.4% 13 5.2% 42 3.1%
At least 45, but less than 60 84 1.8% 36 1.8% 23 2.3% 6 2.4% 19 1.4%
Total at least 30, but less than 60 257 5.6%| 120 6.0% 57 5.7% 19 7.5% 61 4.5%
At least 60, but less than 75 35 0.8% 24 1.2% 2 0.2% 3 1.2% 6 0.4%
At least 75, but less than 90 20  0.4% 14 0.7% 3  0.3% 0.0% 4 0.3%
More than 90 28 0.6% 18  0.9% 6 0.6% 1  0.4% 4 0.3%
Total 60 or more 83 1.8% 56 2.8% 11 1.1% 4 1.6% 14 1.0%
Unknown 16 0.4% 8 0.4% 4  0.4% 0.0% 4 0.3%
Mean credit hours earned 10.0 10.9 10.4 11.9 7.9

Median credit hours earned 6.0 6.0 6.0 7.0 3.0




Term credit load
The term course loads of prep students are roughly split between full-and part-time. At the district level, 57%
of prep students are part-time, meaning they were enrolled for less than 12 hours.

Part-time students make up the majority of prep students at all four campuses. Students at Lake Worth had
the largest course load, on average (9.1 hours), while Boca Raton students had the lightest load (8.5 hours).
The load difference at Boca Raton could be a result of Florida Atlantic University students taking only prep
courses at PBCC, while taking the bulk of their load at FAU.

Table 6

Term Credit Load of Prep Students
(including prep hours)

Palm Beach
District Lake Worth Gardens Belle Glade | Boca Raton

Less than 6 604 13.3% 211 10.5% 103 10.4% 21  8.3% 269 20.1%
At least 6, but less than 9 1,064 23.4% 465 23.2% 243 24.4% 75 29.8% 289 21.6%
At least 9, but less than 12 912 20.0%| 395 19.7%| 211 21.2% 85 33.7%| 236 17.6%
Total part-time 2,580 56.6%| 1,071 53.4% 557 56.0% 181 71.8% 794 59.2%
At least 12, but less than 15 1,745 38.3%| 800 39.9% 390 39.2% 61 24.2% 508 37.9%
At least 15, but less than 18 195 4.3% 109 5.4% 42 4.2% 9 3.6% 35  2.6%
18 or more 31  0.7% 23 1.1% 3  0.3% 1 04% 4  0.3%
Total full-time 1,971 43.3% 932 46.5% 435 43.8% 71 28.2% 547 40.8%
Unknown 4 0.1% 2 0.1% 2 0.2% 0.0% 0.0%
Mean term credit hours attempted 9.1 9.4 9.2 8.7 8.5

Median term credit hours attempted 9.0 9.0 9.0 9.0 9.0




Grade-point average
Among prep students with more than 12 hours attempted toward their grade-point averages, about half (49%)
had GPAs below 2.5. The average GPA for prep students, as of the end of the Fall 2001 term, was 2.44.

Students at Belle Glade had the highest GPAs among the four campuses (average GPA: 2.54), while those at
Boca Raton had somewhat lower GPAs (average GPA: 2.32).

Table 7

GPA of Prep Students
(as of end of Fall 2001 term, among those with 12 or more hours attempted towards GPA)

Palm Beach
District Lake Worth Gardens Belle Glade | Boca Raton

Total students with 12+ hours

attempted towards GPA 1,322 593 316 103 318

0.00 8 0.6% 4  0.7% 1 0.3% 0.0% 3 0.9%
At least 0.00, but less than 0.50 7 0.5% 2 0.3% 0.0% 0.0% 5 1.6%
At least 0.50, but less than 1.00 44  3.3% 21 3.5% 11  3.5% 2 1.9% 10 3.1%
At least 1.00, but less than 1.50 101  7.6% 43  7.3% 24 7.6% 5 4.9% 29 9.1%
At least 1.50, but less than 2.00 188 14.2% 83 14.0% 51 16.1% 11 10.7% 45 14.2%
At least 2.00, but less than 2.50 304 23.0% 131 22.1% 68 21.5% 24 23.3% 82 25.8%
At least 2.50, but less than 3.00 274 20.7% 115 19.4% 61 19.3% 26 25.2% 73 23.0%
At least 3.00, but less than 3.50 250 18.9% 115 19.4% 62 19.6% 28 27.2% 48 15.1%
At least 3.50, but less than 4.00 125  9.5% 68 11.5% 35 11.1% 6 5.8% 17  5.3%
4.00 21  1.6% 11 1.9% 3 0.9% 1 1.0% 6 1.9%
Mean GPA 2.44 2.48 2.47 2.54 2.32
Median GPA 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.60 2.38

Awards sought

About two-thirds (67%) of prep students were seeking an associate in arts degree. An additional 19% were
seeking the associate in science or associate in applied science. Thirteen percent of students were classified
as non-award seeking. Very few prep students were found in vocational certificate areas because prep
coursework in not normally required for most fields.

Naturally, the awards sought tend to vary with programs offered on each campus. At Belle Glade, where few
vocational programs are offered, most prep students seek the AA. Meanwhile, at Boca Raton, many FAU
students get preparatory coursework through PBCC and are not seeking a formal award from PBCC.



Table 8

Award Sought by Prep Students

Palm Beach

District Lake Worth Gardens Belle Glade | Boca Raton
Associate in Arts 3,031 66.5%| 1,284 64.0% 659 66.3% 202 80.2% 906 67.6%
Associate in Science 600 13.2% 319 15.9% 166 16.7% 38 15.1% 82 6.1%
Associate in Applied Science 274 6.0%] 169 8.4% 58 5.8% 6 2.4% 44 3.3%
PSAV Certificate (non-credit) 32 0.7% 18  0.9% 7 0.7% 3 1.2% 4  0.3%
PSV Certificate (credit) 1 0.0% 0.0% 1 0.1% 0.0% 0.0%
Advanced Technical Certificate 1 0.0% 0.0% 1 0.1% 0.0% 0.0%
Applied Technology Diploma 9 0.2% 4 0.2% 3 0.3% 0.0% 2 0.1%
Non-award seeking 607 13.3% 211 10.5% 99 10.0% 3 1.2% 303 22.6%

Financial aid

About a third (32%) of prep students were on some form of financial aid - most of them on the Pell Grant.

The level of financial aid use tends to vary with the economics of the area served by each campus. In
economically-depressed Belle Glade, about two-thirds (68%) were on financial aid, while Boca Raton students,
likelier to be from a more affluent area, had the fewest prep students on financial aid.

Table 9

Financial Aid Status of Prep Students

Palm Beach

District Lake Worth Gardens Belle Glade | Boca Raton
Pell Grant 1,101 24.2% 548 27.3% 208 20.9% 145 57.5% 205 15.3%
Other financial aid 349  7.7%| 185 9.2% 84 8.5% 26 10.3% 55  4.1%
Total on financial aid 1,450 31.8%| 733 36.6%| 292 29.4%| 171 67.9%| 260 19.4%
Not on financial aid 3,105 68.2%| 1,272 63.4% 702 70.6% 81 32.1%| 1,081 80.6%

High school of origin

As would be expected, Palm Beach County schools make up the largest portion of the prep population at
PBCC. Almost half (47%) went to a public or private high school in the county. Nine percent came from
Broward county schools, while 11% earned Florida GEDs. More than a quarter came from out-of-state high

schools.




At two campuses, school systems outside the service area provide many students in need of remediation. At
Boca Raton, 24% of prep students came from Broward County, while 8% of Belle Glade prep students came
from Hendry County public schools.

Table 10
High School Districts of Prep Students
Palm Beach
District Lake Worth Gardens Belle Glade | Boca Raton
Palm Beach County public 1,971 43.3% 923 46.0% 544 54.7% 149 59.1% 366 27.3%
Palm Beach County private 178  3.9% 85 4.2% 38 3.8% 12 4.8% 43 3.2%
Total Palm Beach County 2,149 47.2%| 1,008 50.3% 582 58.6% 161 63.9% 409 30.5%
Broward County public 297  6.5% 34 1.7% 6 0.6% 2 0.8%| 255 19.0%
Broward County private 99 2.2% 29  1.4% 6 0.6% 5 2.0% 60 4.5%
Total Broward County 396 8.7% 63 3.1% 12 1.2% 7 2.8% 315 23.5%
Hendry County public 24 0.5% 2 0.1% 1 0.1% 20 7.9% 1 0.1%
Martin County public 13 0.3% 0.0% 11 1.1% 1 0.4% 1 0.1%
Other Florida public 180 4.0% 61 3.0% 26 2.6% 6 2.4% 88 6.6%
Other Florida private 86 1.9% 37 1.8% 15  1.5% 4 1.6% 31  2.3%
Florida GED 482 10.6% 233 11.6% 97  9.8% 29 11.5% 126 9.4%
Out of state/country 1,210 26.6% 593 29.6% 245 24.6% 23 9.1% 369 27.5%
Unknown 15  0.3% 8 04% 5 0.5% 1 04% 1 0.1%




The large public high schools of Palm Beach County make up the bulk of PBCC prep students. The top seven
high schools, in terms of those who provide underprepared students, all scored C’s and D’s in the 2000 and

2001 FCAT results.

Table 11

Top High Schools Attended by Prep Students

(includes service area and adjacent county high schools only)

District (with 2001/2000 grade) Lake Worth Palm Beach Gardens

Palm Beach Lakes (D,D) 194 4.3%|Santaluces 160  8.0%]Palm Bch. Gardens 119 12.0%
Santaluces (C,D) 164 3.6%|Lake Worth 135  6.7%|William T. Dwyer 99 10.0%
Lake Worth (C,C) 150 3.3%|Palm Beach Lakes 118  5.9%|Jupiter 92 9.3%
Atlantic (C,C) 139 3.1%}John 1. Leonard 114 5.7%|Palm Beach Lakes 74 7.4%
Palm Beach Gardens (C,C) 134 2.9%]Atlantic 82  4.1%JRoyal Palm Beach 48 4.8%
John I. Leonard (C,C) 130 2.9%|Forest Hill 77  3.8%|Suncoast 28 2.8%
Glades Central (D,D) 123  2.7%|Wellington 73  3.6%|Wellington 22 2.2%
Spanish River (B,C) 121  2.7%]Royal Palm Beach 51 2.5%]John I. Leonard 14 1.4%
William. T. Dwyer (C,C) 108  2.4%|Oxford Academy 28 1.4%|Lake Worth 12 1.2%
Olympic Heights (B,D) 102  2.2%]|Gold Coast 18  0.9%]|South Fork 11 1.1%
Wellington (B,C) 101 2.2%

Royal Palm Beach (C,C) 100 2.2%

Jupiter (B,C) 96 2.1% Belle Glade Boca Raton

Boca Raton (C,C) 93 2.0%|Glades Central 106 42.1%|Spanish River 103 7.7%
Forest Hill (D,D) 83 1.8%]|Pahokee 34 13.5%]Olympic Heights 93 6.9%
Deerfield Beach (C,C) 60 1.3%|Clewiston 20  7.9%|Boca Raton 83 6.2%
Pahokee (D,D) 50 1.1%]Glades Day 11 4.4%|Atlantic 57 4.3%
Oxford Academy 48  1.1%|Oxford Academy 5 2.0%|Deerfield Beach 55 4.1%
Coral Springs (C,C) 40  0.9%|School of Choice 4  1.6%|Coral Springs 35  2.6%
Suncoast (A,B) 35  0.8%|West Technical Ed. 2 0.8%JM. S. Douglas 32 2.4%
M. S. Douglas (A,C) 32  0.7%|7 others 1 0.4%|Blanche Ely 23 1.7%
Gold Coast 26 0.6% Pope John Paul II 16 1.2%
Blanche Ely (D,D) 25  0.5% Cardinal Gibbons 15 1.1%
Clewiston (C,D) 24 0.5% Piper 15 1.1%
Cardinal Newman 20 0.4%




ACCOUNTABILITY DATA

College prep passing rates

According to the Palm Beach Community College Accountability Measure Outcomes, Trend Analysis, 1997-
2001, two-thirds (67%) of Fall 1998 degree-seeking first-time-in-college students or previous-year high school
graduates failed at least one entry-level subtest. This figure has been fairly steady over the last five years.

By Summer 2001, 73% of those students tracked in the Fall 1998 cohort had passed their highest level reading
prep course, while 71% had passed the highest English prep course, and 57% had completed preparatory math.
These figures all are higher than the state averages and have been for the last five years.

Table 12

College Preparatory Passing Rates
(among first-time-in-college degree-seeking students taking an entry level test)

% failed at % passed % passed % passed
least one | highest level | highest level | highest level

Tracked entry-level |reading prep | English prep | math prep

Cohort term through # in cohort test course course course
PBCC State PBCC State | PBCC State | PBCC State | PBCC State
Fall 1998 Sum. 2001 2191 38087 67.0% 68.6%| 73.2% 65.8%| 71.3% 61.2%| 56.7% 49.9%
Fall 1997 Sum. 2000 2107 38607 65.6% 69.2%| 75.2% 68.1%| 69.4% 65.3%| 57.6% 50.8%
Fall 1996 Sum. 1999 2064 34245 67.3% 65.9%| 71.8% 66.0%| 71.3% 61.6%| 55.9% 44.1%
Fall 1995 Sum. 1998 1623 33983 67.1% 61.8%| 71.8% 63.9%| 69.4% 59.5%| 53.1% 43.8%
Fall 1994 Sum. 1997 1946 36138 61.9% 61.0%| 63.7% 61.8%] 64.9% 59.3%| 48.3% 45.2%

Graduation, retention, success

Among first-time-in-college prep students tracked from Fall 1997 through Spring 2001, who had completed
their preparatory work within two years and earned 18 hours of credit, 28% had graduated with an AA by
Spring 2001.

In addition, 63% were considered retained, meaning they had either graduated or were still enrolled. Also, 72%
percent were considered successes, in that they had either graduated during the tracking period or were still
enrolled in good standing or left in good standing.

Table 13

College Preparatory Graduation, Retention and Success Rates
(AA students who completed preparatory work within two years
and 18 hours of credit during the entire tracking period)

Cohort Tracked

* Retention ** Success
term through # in cohort Graduated rate rate

PBCC State PBCC State | PBCC State | PBCC State
Fall 1997 Spring 2001 456 5,373 28.1% 29.6%| 63.4% 63.8%| 72.4% 80.7%
Fall 1996 Spring 2000 352 4,540 28.7% 26.2%| 64.8% 64.7%| 83.0% 82.3%
Fall 1995 Spring 1999 286 3,801 23.8% 27.6%| 61.5% 64.4%| 82.2% 80.8%
Fall 1994 Spring 1998 255 4,239 29.0% 26.2%| 64.3% 64.9%| 82.8% 82.2%
Fall 1993 Spring 1997 219 4,151 23.3% 21.1%| 62.6% 62.4%| 81.7% 82.5%

* Retention rate is the number of students graduated or still enrolled.
** Success rate is the number of students graduated, enrolled in good standing, or left in good standing.



Among associate in science students tracked during the same period, 12% had graduated by Spring 2001,
while 67% were retained and 72% were successes. These numbers have fluctuated over the last five years due
to the low number of students in the PBCC cohorts and also possibly due to changes or additions to AS
programs.

Table 14

College Preparatory Graduation, Retention and Success Rates
(AS students who completed preparatory work within two years
and 18 hours of credit during the entire tracking period)

Cohort Tracked * Retention | ** Success
term through # in cohort Graduated rate rate

PBCC State PBCC State | PBCC State | PBCC State
Fall 1997 Spring 2001 81 1,273 12.4% 17.4%| 66.7% 63.2%| 71.6% 82.5%
Fall 1996 Spring 2000 46 1,089 26.1% 16.8%| 67.4% 62.2%| 89.1% 81.8%
Fall 1995 Spring 1999 55 897 14.6% 19.3%| 61.8% 63.9%| 89.1% 82.1%
Fall 1994 Spring 1998 50 1,179 24.0% 17.1%| 66.0% 65.1%| 88.0% 83.4%
Fall 1993 Spring 1997 64 1,141 26.6% 16.9%| 76.6% 64.9%| 89.1% 85.7%

* Retention rate is the number of students graduated or still enrolled.

** Success rate is the number of students graduated, enrolled in good standing, or left in good standing.
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GRADE DISTRIBUTION OF COURSES

The overall passing rate in prep courses at PBCC in Fall 2001 was 61%. Passing rates in EAP prep were much
higher (80%) than for regular prep courses (57%).

In regular prep courses, reading prep had the highest passing rate (72%) of the three areas. English prep
showed a 59% passing rate, while math prep students passed only 49% of the time.

Table 15
Grade Distribution of Prep Courses
# Total
sect. | enr. Pass No pass Incomplete Withdrawl Audit
EAP0O300 3 34 30 88.2% 4 11.8% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
EAP0O360 2 34 24 70.6% 9 26.5% 0.0% 1 2.9% 0.0%
EAP0382 2 32 24 75.0% 8 25.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
EAP0400 2 11 8 72.7% 2 18.2% 0.0% 1 9.1% 0.0%
Total EAP
foundation 9| 111 86 77.5% 23 20.7% 0 0.0% 2 1.8% 0 0.0%
EAP0420 8 171 145 84.8% 22 12.9% 0.0% 4 2.3% 0.0%
EAP1520 7 117 107 91.5% 7 6.0% 0.0% 3 2.6% 0.0%
EAP1620 8 164 141 86.0% 17 10.4% 0.0% 6 3.7% 0.0%
Total EAP
reading prep 23| 452] 393 86.9% 46 10.2% 0 0.0% 13  2.9% 0 0.0%
EAP0484 8 154 122 79.2% 26 16.9% 1 0.6% 5 3.2% 0.0%
EAP1584 10 130 101 77.7% 25 19.2% 0.0% 4  3.1% 0.0%
EAP1684 9 184 124 67.4% 54 29.3% 0.0% 6 3.3% 0.0%
Total EAP
English prep 27| 468 347 74.1%| 105 22.4% 1 0.2% 15 3.2% 0 0.0%
Total EAP prep 59| 1,031 826 80.1%| 174 16.9% 1 0.1% 30 2.9% 0 0.0%
ENCO0001 19 387] 220 56.8%| 145 37.5% 0.0% 22 5.7% 0.0%
ENCO0010 31 718] 434 60.4%| 228 31.8% 0.0% 56 7.8% 0.0%
Total English
prep 50| 1,105 654 59.2%| 373 33.8% 0 0.0% 78 7.1% 0 0.0%
MATO0012 40 1,033 513 49.7%| 417 40.4% 1 0.1%] 101 9.8% 1 0.1%
MATO0020 71| 2,041] 1,007 49.3%| 846 41.5% 0.0%| 187 9.2% 1  0.0%
Total math
prep 111] 3,074| 1,520 49.4%| 1,263 41.1% 1 0.0%| 288 9.4% 2 0.1%
REA0001 201 412 268 65.0%| 121 29.4% 0.0% 23  5.6% 0.0%
REA0010 371 877] 669 76.3%| 164 18.7% 0.0% 44  5.0% 0.0%
Total reading
prep 57| 1,289 937 72.7%| 285 22.1% 0 0.0% 67 5.2% 0 0.0%
Total regular
prep 218| 5,468 3,111 56.9%]| 1,921 35.1% 1 0.0%| 433 7.9% 2 0.0%
TOTAL ALL
PREP 277| 6,499 3,937 60.6%]| 2,095 32.2% 2 0.0%| 463 7.1% 2 0.0%
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